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Reconstructing Children’ s Earthquake Experiences from the Great Kanto
Earthquake “Memorial Collection of Composition on the Earthquake”

PRI R

Fumie Asano

The Great Kanto Earthquake on September 1, 1923, was a large-scale event that took 105,000 lives
in the Kanto area, especially in Tokyo and Kanagawa. There are enormous historical records from pub-
lic institutions such as national and local governments, police, media, and specialized organizations, and
research is progressing. However, the entire picture of the actual circumstances of disaster victims, in-
cluding their experiences and evacuations, has not yet been fully clarified. In particular, regarding chil-
dren, even more than 100 years after the Great Kanto Earthquake, the situation remains largely unex-
plored. This paper aims to provide a solution to the circumstances surrounding children during the
Great Kanto Earthquake. Based on a collection of writings by children in Tokyo at the time, it exam-
ines what children experienced during the earthquake and fire, and what they felt and thought as a re-
sult of those experiences.

Key words: The Great Kanto Earthquake, Memorial Collection of Composition on the Earthquake,
Children affected by the disaster
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