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Understanding “Intercultural Society” Among
High School Students: Approaches Based on
Survey Results Following the Establishment

of a Public Japanese Language School in
Osaki City, Miyagi Prefecture

Yuko Sawabe

This study aims to clarify the current state of awareness of intercultural society among high
school students in Osaki City and to qualitatively examine practical cases of inquiry-based
learning related to intercultural society in high schools. Grounded in the recognition that the
understanding and participation of younger generations are essential to realizing the ideals of
intercultural society, the study explores the educational significance of such learning practices

and their potential contributions to regional development.

A  mixed-methods approach was employed, combining quantitative and qualitative
investigations. The quantitative component consisted of a survey administered to 707 first-year
students from five high schools between April and May 2025. The results indicate a high level of
interest and learning motivation with respect to intercultural society, with more than 90% of
respondents recognizing the concept and 54% demonstrating an understanding of its meaning.
Awareness of the public Japanese language school was reported by 46% of students, suggesting
a degree of policy penetration, while 27% expressed interest in related inquiry-based learning.
The qualitative investigation further demonstrated that, when supported by appropriate
institutional frameworks and regional collaboration, inquiry-based learning can effectively

integrate theory and practice and develop into concrete forms of regional contribution.

The case of Osaki City offers a novel model in which the establishment of a public Japanese
language school serves as a catalyst for promoting intercultural society across the region
through high school-based inquiry learning. The findings illustrate the effectiveness of
educational models that connect schools, local administration, and communities, in which
processes such as participation by administrative staff, information exchange with residents, and
symposium presentations enable education to directly contribute to regional problem-solving.
These practices provide an important foundation for the realization of a sustainable and inclusive

society in Japan's future multicultural context.
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