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The Secret of “Gender Transgression”
Represented in Princess Knight:
What Does It Mean to Be a Human Beyond

Gender?
ISHIDA Yoriko

This study reconsiders the gender representation of Sapphire, the protagonist in Osamu
Tezuka's iconic work Princess Knight. The story presents Sapphire as unique in possessing a
male heart and a female heart, thus positioning her as an individual who navigates dual gender
roles as she fulfills her duties as heir to the kingdom. Consequently, many researchers have
interpreted Sapphire as an androgynous or gender-transcending figure. Within the narrative,
Sapphire’s androgynous depiction and her oscillation between masculine and feminine
appearances have been viewed as emblematic of behavior unrestricted by conventional gender
norms, thus establishing Princess Knight as a relevant subject for modern gender theory.
However, through a detailed analysis of the narrative, the author argues that Sapphire is neither
truly androgynous nor fundamentally gender-transcending, rather, she is consistently portrayed
as female. The aim of this study is to reinterpret Princess Knight from a perspective that is
distinct from those of traditional analyses, thereby elucidating the social and ethical messages

concerning gender and its boundaries embedded in the story.
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