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Japan-China Trade in Shark Fins and the
Position of Kesennuma City: An Analysis of
the Relationship Between Niche Industries
and Overseas Markets

Yao Guoli

Abstract:

Shark fin is a luxury ingredient in Chinese cuisine. In recent years, demand for shark fin in
China has grown substantially in line with rising income levels. However, China’s coastal regions
yield only a limited shark catch, leading the country to rely on imports for many years. During
the Edo period, shark fin from Japan, along with sea cucumber and abalone, was a major export
to China.

In Japan, shark fin production is concentrated in Kesennuma City, Miyagi Prefecture. In
addition, the domestic market for shark fins is limited to Chinatown and high-end Chinese
restaurants. Therefore, the shark fin industry in Kesennuma is a typical niche industry.
However, shark fin produced in Kesennuma is highly regarded in mainland China and Hong
Kong for its quality. Since the Edo period, Kesennuma has been responsible for the production
and export of Japanese shark fin. Examining the connection between niche industries and
foreign markets, Kesennuma's shark fin industry stands out as a unique case. Additionally, the
recent surge in Chinese tourists visiting Japan has opened up new markets for Kesennuma's
shark fin industry.

This paper focuses on the case of Kesennuma City to explore the history and current state of
Japan's shark fin exports to China from the perspective of the relationship between niche

industries and overseas markets.
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