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Features of littering in an event related to the physical environment

—An observational study from the Sendai Tanabata Festival—

MORI Yasuhiro

Littering is more common at events involving large numbers of people. This study sought to
uncover littering patterns during the Sendai Tanabata Festival. We analyzed the features of
the festival site in terms of its physical environment, paying special attention to spaces where
monitoring for litter was difficult. We also measured the type and size of the litter by location.
The most common kind of trash comprised of fliers announcing the festival and different kinds
of eating implements, such as skewers. Litter was commonly observed under benches and
around walls rather than on pathways. Concerning the size of the trash, smaller pieces were
found in plain view, while bigger pieces tended to be disposed of in inconspicuous spots. We dis-

cuss how reducing places where litter can go unnoticed might serve to reduce littering behavior.
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