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Interpersonal Services as a Necessary Means
of Subsistence

ABE Hiroyuki

The value of labor power can be indirectly defined as the value of the means of subsistence
necessary for the sustenance of the holder of labor power. This study examines medical and
educational services to determine whether interpersonal services are included in this essential
means of subsistence.

The following two issues must be considered when examining this question. First, whether a
service is a necessary means of subsistence is a historical matter that should be determined
based on the cultural stage of a country. Second, the extent to which interpersonal services are
a necessary means of subsistence should be explored. Moreover, historical and spiritual factors
determine whether an interpersonal service is a necessary means of subsistence.

Even if interpersonal services, as in the case of physical goods, are a necessary means of
subsistence at a certain point in time in a country, they will not always maintain this position.

If the value of labor power is defined as the value of the means of subsistence necessary for
the sustenance of the holder of labor power, then such means of subsistence must be purchased
with wages. Moreover, the value of labor power must be established based on the prices of the
necessary means of subsistence and paid in the form of wages. When purchased, interpersonal
services also constitute the value of labor power.

This study found that medical and educational services can be regarded as necessary means
of subsistence under certain assumptions of survival and childcare needs and childcare and
training needs, respectively. These interpersonal services are purchased with wages and count

toward the value of labor power.



