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The Historical Change of Yachimun as a Cultural Resource
—Two Cases of Tsuboya, Naha City and Zakimi, Yomitan Village
in Okinawa—

IMABAYASHI Naoki

This paper is about the possibility of yachimun , Okinawan pottery as a cultural resource.

Yachimun is especially famous from Tsuboya, Naha City. In the past, the climing kiln, a
multi-chambered pottery kiln built on a hill has been the symbol of yachimun in Tsuboya. But
in the 1950s and 1960s, climing kilns caused terrible smoke damage in the Tsuboya area, so,
newcomers of Tsuboya demanded its abolition.

Manufacturers had two choices. One was to make new climing kilns in other regions. The
other was to adopt different uses for climing kilns. Many Tsuboya manufacturers adopted the
second choice. However, they utilized the resources of yachimun for tourism including climing
kilns to maintain the traditional landscape of Tsuboya. Tsuboya continues to be a popular area
as a yachimun village in Naha.

Other manufacturers took the first choice and made new climing kilns in other regions, es-
pecially Zakimi, Yomitan Village, continuing yachimun production.

Tsuboya is a case of success in remaking its region. Zakimi is a case of success in establishin
g its region.

In both cases, the role of local administration and local residents was most important. Their
ideas and motivations were the key to making and remaking of the regions using local cultural

resources.
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