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A Study on the Characteristics of the Process of Consensus Building in
Discussions on Special Activities in Elementary Schools: Comparison of

Discussion in the Subject “Japanese Language and Science”

ITAHASHI Natsuki

The current Elementary School National Curriculum Standard in Japan emphasizes proac-
tive. interactive. and authentic learning. It is further desired that. within special activities.
consensus building should occur via discussions. While discussion activities are considered an
important aspect of each school subject as well as of special activities, the chief methodological
principle of special activities is to “learn by doing”. However. it would be difficult to claim that
sufficient consideration is being given to correlating special activities with respective school
subjects. Against this backdrop. the present study compares the characteristics of discussions
in two subjects. Japanese language and science. to ascertain the characteristics of consensus
building via discussions within special activities. The results show that discussion methods in
each class were performed systematically, based on the respective stages of development of the
young students. However. it was also found that in grade-based special activities. discussion
and consensus-building processes did not sufficiently consider the development levels of stu-
dents in each grade. nor was there sufficient linkage between the activities and school subjects.
These results indicate the necessity of linking discussions within special activities with the con-

tent of school courses. among others.
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