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SDGs Awareness Survey
—From a Questionnaire Survey of Students at Miyagi Gakuin

Women’s University—

SATO Chihiro

This study is an analysis of a survey on the awareness of sustainable development goals

(SDGs) among students at Miyagi Gakuin Women's University. It attempts to investigate
how this generation perceives corporate SDGs initiatives and their expectations as of the last
fiscal year. This year, it attempts to investigate further whether companies’ SDGs initiatives
influenced students’ choices of companies in their job searches.

The survey deduced that awareness of the SDGs was high, with 98% of students (8% higher
than previous year) responding that they had heard of the SDGs.

Regarding which goals they considered to be important (or were interested in), the most
common were ~Goal 5: Achieve gender equality,” “Goal 1: End poverty,” and “Goal 10: Reduce
inequality within and among countries,” just as the previous year, indicating that there was a
high level of interest in goals focused on “equality” and “fairness.”

Simultaneously, the goals with the least interest included “Goal 9: Build resilient infra-
structure, promote inclusive and sustainable industrialization and foster innovation,” and
“Goal 7: Ensure access to affordable, reliable, sustainable and modern energy for all,” indicat-
ing that there was a low level of interest in the areas of science and technology, just as previous
year, as epitomized by the terms “industry,” “technological innovation,” and “energy.”

The result in response to the question of who should be actively engaged with respect to the
SDGs was the same as the last fiscal year, with “national and local governments” garnering
the greatest number of responses, followed by individuals. However, while 15% of the students
responded ‘companies” in the last fiscal year’s survey, this rose to 20.6% in this year’s survey,
meaning that companies are now expected to take a more proactive effort in terms of contribut-
ing to the SDGs.

With respect to the goals companies should strive toward, the top-ranked responses were
the same as those of last year: “Goal 8: Meaningful work, as well as economic growth,” followed

by “Goal 5: Try to achieve gender equality.”

103



SDGs 2B ¥ % Bkl — e W L TR EO T v r— v b— (EE T#)

In response to the question of which companies are considered proactively working on the
SDGs, Uniqglo founder Fast-Retailing, the Toyota Motor Corporation, and Starbucks Coffee
were ranked high. These companies were admired for their initiatives to recycle and reuse
products, for developing technology that responds to the environmental needs of customers, for
initiatives aimed at resolving the plastics problem, and for other initiatives that consumers can
easily comprehend.

The most frequent response to the question of whether companies’ SDG initiatives influence
students’ choices of companies in their job searches, at approximately 60%, was ‘it is a judg-
ment factor when making decisions,” followed by “it is an influence,” at 25%. With more than
80% of students responding that such initiatives have some degree of influence, companies’

SDG initiatives can be conjectured to be viewed as a positive factor.
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