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The “Senkyo-Going under Borders” between Japanese and Colonial
Korean Cinema:

Kim Sinjae, Hisamitsu Noguchi, and Setsuko Hara

LEE Kyoungsuk

The objects of this study are two photographs of colonial Korean actress Kim Sinjae which
are believed to have been taken in 1938 and a two-shot photo of Setsuko Hara and Kim Sinjae
which is estimated to have been taken between December 1942 and January 1943. Kim Sinjae
and Setsuko Hara are both famous and leading actresses in the history of Japanese and Korean
cinema, but they were never published in any media such as newspapers and magazines at that
time and have never been studied thus far.

In this study, I will present these newly discovered photographs and clarify the history of
the relationship between Japanese and colonial Korean cinema over these photographs. For
this purpose, I use the term “Senkyo-going under borders” which is derived from “crossing bor-
ders.” In general, “crossing borders” means transcending national or cultural boundaries, but
there are actually many historical phenomena that are overlooked due to the concept of “cross-
ing borders.” The “Senkyo” in this paper signifies an effort of Japanese and colonial Korean
cinema’s filmmakers to cross the invisible/visible boundary” between the empire and the colo-
ny, but the results and the outcomes of this effort have not been visualized in film history. The
“Senkyo,” is a phenomenon that did not reach the point where it could be seen, but as a matter
of fact, a phenomenon in which the filmmakers of the empire and the colony were trying to “go
under the water” and “pass through” the barrier to cross the border.

What became clear as a result of the analysis was, first of all, that there were sympathy and
cooperation among Japanese and colonial Korean filmmakers, such as Kim Sinjae, Choi Ingyu,
Towa-Shoji, Hisamitsu Noguchi, and Keinosuke Nambu. Although they ultimately ended in
failure, they unambiguously indicate inseparability of the relationship between the colonial
country and the colonized country. The next thing that became clear was that there were equal
and intimate relationships between Japanese and colonial Korean actresses which could not be
depicted on film. The ethnic hierarchy showed in propaganda films cannot be seen in the photo-

graph of Setsuko Hara and Kim Sinjae.
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These photographs have been forgotten in the history centered on crossing borders, but at-
tempts of an invisible “Senkyo” were obviously repeated behind the success of crossing borders.
I would like to say that recording successes of crossing borders and interactions between the
people of Japan and colonial Korean during the wartime can only be completed by taking ac-

count of the “Senkyo” as its failures and setbacks.
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