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Understanding “freedom” in Protestantism in
relation to liberal arts education

MATSUMOTO Shu

This paper examines the understanding of “freedom” in Protestantism, focusing especially in
on relation to liberal arts education. Referring back to Scripture, I will confirm how “freedom”
was understood by Christians and how this understanding played out in society.

First, let us observe the Exodus story. The story of the Exodus is the archetype for the entire
Bible, defining how “freedom” is understood in Christianity. Next, I would like to consider the
relationship between academic freedom and Christianity. Christianity is deeply involved in the
establishment of universities in medieval Europe. The Protestant understanding of liberty
advocates and defends academic freedom, and this philosophy underpins freedom in modern
society.

A liberal arts education, based on Protestantism, is an education to live for oneself, to live
with others, and to uphold their uniqueness based on “freedom.” By doing so, we aim to create a

multicultural society which can contribute to everyone.



