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Development of the web-based “Tokyo Japanese Accent Listening Test”
and a tool to measure accent detection accuracy by comparison of
recorded utterances

Motoi KAWATSU

A web-based version of “The Tokyo Japanese Accent Listening Test” has been developed.
The new test has significantly eased the data input process after every test session. It also
brought such benefits as eliminating typing errors and preventing students from skipping an-
swers and marking duplicated answers. Although the new test does not have the function of
limiting answering time, you can save your class time by administering the test to be taken at
home.

A tool to measure accent detection accuracy by comparison of recorded utterances has also
been developed. This tool provides model recordings of “The Tokyo Japanese Accent Listening
Test” and the recordings of utterances pronounced in every possible accent as answer choices.
Students listen to the model recording, compare the answer choice recordings, and choose the
recording which has the same accent as the model recording.

The average score of the 45 students on the accent detection accuracy measurement was
99%, while the average score of the same students on the web-based version of “The Tokyo Jap-
anese Accent Listening Test” was 62%. It is not easy to find the tendencies of accent detection
accuracy by an experiment in which the control group’s average score is less than 90%. The new
tool showed an extremely high score for the control group. It would be most constructive to un-
dertake experiments using the new tool and discover clearer tendencies of accent detection ac-

curacy according to each of the Japanese language learners’ native languages.
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