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The Modernization of Tokyo Chugata Yukata and
the Development of Chusen:

Contemporization of Handworks

Naoko OOKUBO

Chuigata (pattern dyeing) yukata, which is a specialty of Tokyo, was originally dyed using
natural indigo by an elaborate handwork dyeing technique called nagaita-chtigata. However,
from the Meiji period onwards, some techniques using synthetic dyes have been applied.
Chtsen, a traditional dyeing craft technique still in use, was one of the dyeing techniques that
came to be used for the yukata. In this paper, I have investigated the development of the
chiisen technique for dyeing yukata cloth in the process of the modernization of the Tokyo
chigata yukata, by examining documents coming from wholesalers, national industrial exhibi-
tions, and promotion magazines published by department stores.

In the late Meiji period, nagaita-chiigata was still the main technique for Tokyo chagatha
yukata cloth. On the other hand, during the third decade of the Meiji Period, chigata-yukata
became the main summer casual wear for a wide range of social classes in Tokyo, therefore cre-
ating a need for new designs. Around the same time, hand printing techniques with synthetic
dye and machinery printing began to be applied to yukata cloth dyeing, causing the judges of
the National Industrial Promotion Exhibition in 1903 to comment on the threat to the future of
the traditional nagaita-chtuigata technique.

Chiisen was originally a dyeing technique for tenugui, consisting basically of handwork. In
the city of Edo, during the first half of the nineteenth century, tenugui were dyed using chtisen
on white cloth. In the Meiji period, synthetic dyes were also introduced to the chisen technique.
It is commonly known that mass production of yukata dyed using the chiisen technique began
in the 36th year of the Meiji Period in Osaka. Wholesalers in Tokyo also followed suit starting
from the end of the Meiji Period. During the Taisho Period, the wholesalers started to contem-
porize their products by applying synthetic dyes and using new designs within their production
of nagaita-chtigata yukata. At the same time, they also aimed to produce high-quality chisen
yukata by applying the sophisticated designs and color tones used for nagaita-chtgata yukata.

In the years after the 1923 Great Tokyo Earthquake up to the early Showa period, in modern-
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ized Tokyo, yukata began to be considered as town wear, thus resulting in changes in color and
design preferences. In this period, we see a great development in the production of chisen
yukata, both in technique and design. During the early years of the Showa Period, we see a
boom in original yukata design projects promoted by magazines and newspapers. This led to
the wide spread of the usage of yukata as casual summer wear throughout the whole country.
In the meantime, competition with other regional productions and machinery printing intensi-
fied. As a result, the nagaita-chtigata dyeing technique, which was at the center of the yukata
industry, gradually transformed itself into an artisan craft art form. Chusen yukata, on the
other hand, which inherited the pursuit of handwork craftsmanship from nagaita-Chigata,
continued to realize products with colors and designs that fit modern lifestyle, and became the

main dyeing technique for the Tokyo chtigata.
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