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Nostalgia and International Relations

IMABAYASHI Naoki

Nostalgia is a personal or collective feeling toward one’s past or hometown. The concept of
nostalgia is frequently used in numerous fields, such as psychology, marketing studies, history,
geography, folklore, literature, philosophy, economics, and politics.

However, what about International Relations (IR)? Nostalgia is not as popular in the field of IR,
but is it useless for this field? The answer is “No.”

In this study, the author analyzes the concept of nostalgia from multiple viewpoints, for example,
as an actor (personal or collective), memory (personal or collective), occasion (accidental or
intentional), time (personal lifetime or historical), space (geographical or/and historical or/and
cultural), persons, and things deeply connected with the actor’'s memory.

IR focuses on the relations among nations, ethnicities, and regions. Each relation has an original
history, past, and memory connected with nostalgia. Therefore, analyzing the phenomena of IR using
the concept of nostalgia is possible and useful. In addition, it is effective in the construction of novel

relationships among the actors.



