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When did Henry Miller begin to write
Tropic of Capricorn?

HONDA Yasunori

On the last page of Tropic of Capricorn the month and year of completing the tome is clarified. But
the author does not denote the year he began to work on the novel.

Henry Miller composed the 23- page memorandum of the novel when his wife and her cohort left
for Paris without notice in May, 1927. The memo is now housed at the Humanities Research Center,
University of Texas.

In August,1932 Miller began to write Tropic of Capricorn after he handed the first draft of Tropic
of Cancer to a literary agent in Paris. However, he wrote only the 159 pages of the book due to an
emotional outburst when his wife abruptly appeared in Paris.

In 1933, Miller made a new memorandum titled ‘Capricorn Plan’, but was not able to proceed the
project. In 1934, he wrote the 177 pages of the book, but it was quite different from what is now
Tropic of Capricorn. This first draft was scrapped.

In April, 1936 he again made a new memorandum titled ‘Capricorn Notes” and in June he started
working on the tome. Eventually he wrote the 422 pages of Tropic of Capricorn, the typescript of
which is housed at New York Public Library. Also excised pages of Tropic of Capricorn is deposited
at Library of Congress. In one of the pages the date of beginning to newly write Tropic of Capricorn

is denoted. Miller began to write the book on June 11th,1936.



