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The Study of Shinobazu Pond painted by Odano Naotake;
Reviewing the Representation and the Intention of His Work

Junichi UCHIYAMA

Shinobazu Pond painted by Odano Naotake is known as one of masterpieces of Akita Ran-
ga, and has been accepted to be a typical perspective drawing as well as its exceptional size and
integrity, so that it was designated as a first important cultural property of Western-influenced
work made in the Edo period. However, it is undeniable that conventional studies about this
painting have been considering only visual perspective and its plein-air expression. More than
that, the reason of the combination of Shinobazu Pond and a potted peony must be clear. In this
paper, through recent studies, we approach to the intention of his work and the meaning of mo-
tifs.

First, the blue-colored flower in a white pot on the foreground has been explained as a drag-
onhead, but recently there are different views. However, the same kind of flower has been
found in Ehon Noyamagusa published in 1755. It shows these petals had been called Seiransou.
Also, the pot itself had not been noted, but it was found from much of research that the white
cylindrical pot must be baked in Seto in the mid-Edo period, used especially for unique plants.
It was named Entsuki after its shape with the edge turning outward, and called Shirotsuba
from its glaze. On the other hand, by considering the difference from Naotake's another master-
piece Taizong of Tang belonging to Taizong of Tang, Flowers and Birds, the larger pot in the
front in Shinobazu Pond was not likely an unglazed pot but a piece of copperware called kara-
mono like Kodo.

From the color of petals — blue, red, yellow and white, we focus on the relation to the Theo-
ry of Yin-Yang and the Five Elements. In the painting of Taizong of Tang as mentioned above,
five colors of the theory are complete. Shinobazu Pond is lacking black, but the ants on the bud
and stem correspond to that. Naotake had trained under Hiraga Gennai, who was also known
as a major Gesaku writer, and at the same time, had close relationship with Hirasawa Tsuneto-
mi, who was a famous kibyoshi and kyoka writer, known by the name of Hoseido Kisanji or
Tegarano Okamochi, in the same official post of daimyo’s liaison in Akita Domain, called

Edorusui. It could be said that Naotake was a person filled with a sense of caricature.
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The intention of the work is definable by confirming the close relations in mediations of
weddings between Satake family and Shimadzu family, or Shimadzu family and Hitotsubashi
family. That is to say, this painting was given as a betrothal gift from Satake Shozan, the lord
of Akita Domain, to Shimadzu Shigehide, who was known as Ranpeki daimyo. Following this
hypothesis, we finally figure out the meaning of the individual motifs in this painting, such as
minute samurai family in the middle. Furthermore, by considering the fact that many of West-
ern-influenced paintings were dedicated to Shigehide, we remark on possibilities about the pro-
cess of introduction of works, and point out a large number of them had been dedicated to Shi-

madzu family.
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