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SDGs Awareness Survey
—From a Questionnaire Survey of Students at Miyagi Gakuin

Women’s University—

Chihiro SATO

This study is an analysis of a survey on the awareness of sustainable development goals
(SDGs) among students at Miyagi Gakuin Women's University. It attempts to investigate how
this generation perceives corporate SDG initiatives and their expectations.

The survey deduced that awareness of the SDGs was high, with 90% of students responding
that they had heard of the SDGs. Regarding which goals they considered to be important (or
were interested in), the most common were “Goal 5: Achieve gender equality,” “Goal 1: End pov-
erty,” “Goal 10: Reduce inequality within and among countries,” and “Goal 16: Promote peace-
ful and inclusive societies for all,” indicating that there was a high level of interest in goals fo-
cused on “equality” and “fairness.”

Simultaneously, the goals with the least interest included “Goal 9: Build resilient infra-
structure, promote inclusive and sustainable industrialization and foster innovation,” and “Goal
7: Ensure access to affordable, reliable, sustainable and modern energy for all,” indicating that
there was a low level of interest in the areas of science and technology, as epitomized by the
terms “industry,” “technological innovation,” and “energy.”

In response to the question of who should take an active role, the most frequent response
was “national and local governments,” followed by “individuals.” This contrasts with a survey
conducted at other universities, where the second most frequent answer was “companies.” Ac-
cordingly, this indicates that more students at this particular university believe that individu-
als should be proactive rather than expecting companies to act.

In addition, with respect to the goals that companies should prioritize, we deduced that re-
spondents wanted companies to give the highest priority to “Goal 8: Promote sustained, inclu-
sive and sustainable economic growth, full and productive employment and decent work for
all.” This is the goal they wanted companies to tackle in Q9, indicating that the goals they be-
lieve should be prioritized are consistent.

This survey determined that the students at this university tend to have a high level of
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awareness of the SDGs, and they also have definite opinions about what is realistic and famil-

iar to them and what they can achieve by themselves.
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