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NALA-J: A Smartphone Compatible Japanese Accent Perception Tool

Motoi KAWATSU

A web-based accent perception practice tool NALA-J has been renewed and made available
on the Internet. The program was first developed in 2009 to help Japanese language learners
practice accent perception. The new program targets native Japanese speakers including those
who teach Japanese as a foreign language. Most of the native Japanese speakers can hear the
difference in accent in the Tokyo dialect and repeat the word using the same accent. However,
they have no idea how to write it down on a piece of paper. Japanese language teachers are ex-
pected to hear and take notes on the unnatural accents that their student speak. A variety of
new practice patterns have been introduced to accommodate native Japanese speakers to effec-
tively learn the accent system using their natural accent perception skills. The old program
worked only on Microsoft Internet Explorer because of some technical restriction on hyper text
scripting current at the time. The new program works on any browser and can be used on com-

puters as well as smartphones.
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