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A Study of Cognition and Affection to the Region Seen from the Cognitive Map

W g
Shunag YAN

After the War, townscapes in Japan have greatly changed. On the other hand, it has been said
that people’s pride and affection to their own towns have weakened due to the uniformity of
townscapes lined with the national roads and bypasses. It is necessary for us to clarify how the
people in the region recognize and feel attached to the towns where they were born and have
grown up, for making a future town design.

In the present study, we aimed to understand the level of cognition (physical cognition) to
be conceived from the “cognitive map”  (a mental map in the brain memorizing the images of
special locations of surrounding environment) and the level of affection (emotional cognition)
which is a feeling of attachment. It was found that a town that is easy to be recognized and
loved by the people living in the region is required not only to offer conveniences through various
functions such as public and commercial facilities, but also to be a place full of natural beauty and

greenery where people can settle down comfortably.
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