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Educational Policy in the Japanese Army-occupied Zones during the Sino-Japan War:

Specific Reference to Japanese Language Promotion in Mainland China
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Abstract

The study explores the cultural strategy in which the Empire of Japan adopted various means to
disseminate the Japanese language into mainland China during the second Sino-Japanese War
(1937-1945) . The mission was implemented mainly by secret military agencies [45%4%E] of the
Japanese army and the China Liaison Office of “Koain” [#1HifE] or the East Asia Development
Board.

The strategy of disseminating the Japanese language in mainland China was a result of the
Japanese political scheme of building an “East Asian New Order system.” In fact, Japanese
authorities developed the concept of promoting the Japanese language as a common language in
China and East Asia.

Puppet governments, cooperative with the Japanese army, were established in Beijing,
Zhangjiakou (Inner Mongolia), and Nanjing to rule their designated territories.

The educational measures enforced by puppet governments aimed to eliminate anti-Japanese
education, pro-Communist ideology, and the Kuomintang’s three democratic principles (i.e.,
nationalism, democracy, and livelihood) from textbooks. In their places, pro-Japanese education,
including that of the Japanese language, became compulsory.

Prior to the reopening of regular schools, more than 200 Japanese language schools were opened
to the public in major cities, such as Beijing, Tianjin, Qingdao, Shanghai, and Nanjing. Moreover,
government-affiliated training schools were instituted for the training of government officials (i.e.,
secretaries, translators, and police officers). In-service teachers were re-educated through teacher
training workshops.

Furthermore, normal schools extended a course for Japanese major students who would be trained
to become Japanese language teachers in primary and secondary schools after they complete the
course. In addition, Japanese language teachers were recruited in Japan and China and underwent

training that lasted for three months or one year. The number of engaged Japanese teachers,



however, was extremely less than required for, in particular, primary schools.

Japanese textbooks that followed the prescribed guide lines, such as “Shogaku Nihongo Tokuhon”
[/ HARFEFA] ] and “Syochu Nihongo” [[#]H H4%FE] ], were published by the Provisionary
Government [F#FFEUM] of the Republic of China in Beijing, whereas “Nihongo Kyokasho” [[H 74
FEFEFEE] ] was published by the Reformed Government [HEHTEfF] of the Republic of China in
Nanjing. Many of the materials adopted in revised textbooks were derived from the book entitled
“Elementary School Japanese Reader [Kokugo Tokuhon] ([FEFE#4%)), which was commonly used
in Japan, Taiwan, and Korea.

During this era, Japanese teaching started from 3rd grade as a compulsory subject from

elementary school to the higher institutions with a general allocation of 2-4 h per week.

As previously discussed, several measures were adopted to disseminate and promote the Japanese
language into mainland China. The scheme, therefore, can be characterized as follows.
1. Wartime puppet regimes were transient and short-lived.
2. Japanese teaching was conducted only within zones under the rule of the Japanese troops.
Therefore, the majority of the locals remained out of service.
3. The contents of revised textbooks were politically biased.
4. The Japanese teaching staff lacked sufficient training, and the number of teachers required

failed to meet a sufficient level.

In conclusion, the dissemination and promotion of the Japanese language in mainland China as “a

common language in East Asia” were unable to achieve the intended goal.





