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Effects of Physical and Social Factors on Fear of

Crime in Female Students

Yasuhiro MORI

In the current study, we surveyed female university students in Sakuragaoka on their fear of
crime. Sakuragaoka houses a large number of female university students, as well as common resi-
dents. The students tend to live alone, and thus become easy targets of sexual crime. The purpose
of this study is to clarify the effect of physical (e.g. number of street lamps, number of trash cans)
and social (e.g. connectedness with neighbors, frequency of volunteer patrols by residents) factors
present in local communities, on female students’ fear of crime. Our results show that while both
physical and social factors impact levels of fear, physical factors have a greater effect. Of the social
factors, only the frequency of residents’ patrol had significant effects. We discuss implications for

policy-making and urban development.
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