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A Case Study on Nursing Actions of Psychiatric Hospitals
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Japan, which has more inpatient beds than other developed countries, is aggressively promoting
functional specialization of hospital wards and improvement of treatment and recuperation environ-
ment of hospitals in order to reduce the number of hospital beds and encourage early hospital dis-
charge of patients. In this study, we aim to clarify the spatial composition that effectively works to
improve the sociality and communication skills of patients, and the way of nursing base with focus-
ing on whereabouts and nursing actions of staff in psychiatric care. Study was conducted in hospitals
with chronic stage wards having many patients of ‘‘social hospitalization’’, severe and chronic stage
wards acute stage wards having many patients with severe schizophrenia, and a follow-up survey in
nursing staff and a behavior observation survey in patients were performed. As the results, it was
clarified that the nursing actions of nursing staff, especially interaction with patients had influence
on treatment and recuperation of patients. It was verified that spatial consideration is an extremely
important in the shared space planning of psychiatric ward that enables interaction between staff
and patients with maintaining a variety of sense of distance. Therefore, it was found that it is neces-
sary to devise the staff station in the size, layout relationship with shared spaces and the degree of
openness with shared space. In addition, knowledge on the way of nursing care and a consistency of
spatial planning, for example, that it is necessary to pay close attention to how to interact between
patients and staff and relationship with the flow line of nursing staff, was obtained.
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