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Discovery and habitat survey of endangered Lethenteron spp. on the campus of

Miyagi Gakuin Women’s University

[
Ayumi FUJIWARA

The author found an ammocoetes of Lethenteron spp. in a swamp on the campus of Miyagi Gakuin
Women’s University (MG swamp). To grasp the inhabiting situation of Lethenteron spp. and their habi-
tat environment on the campus, 1) population size and body size of Lethenteron spp., 2) characteristics
of the habitat, and 3) the presence or absence of reproductive activity were investigated.

A total of 51 individuals were found in the MG swamp, 36 individuals were 5 cm or less in length
and 14 individuals were 5 cm or more. No post-metamorphic individuals have been found yet, and the
timing of their oviposition was unknown. It has been pointed out that the accumulation of soft mud and
the abundance of litter are important for the inhabitation of the ammocoetes. The habitat of the MG
swamp where the Lethenteron spp. was found was consist of various bottom sediments and sediments
of litter layer. These results indicated that the MG swamp was suitable habitat for this species. How-
ever, it is considered that suitable habitat is limited in the University campus, and the conservation of
its environment is important.

It was likely that the population of Lethenteron spp. inhabiting the campus was genetically isolated
from other population. In the future, it is important to clarify the conditions of the environment and
the history of the habitat in the campus, in which Lethenteron spp. population can continue to live and

to breed, and to maintain the population based on these information.
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