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Seasonal changes in flowering plants at Miyagi Gakuin Women’s University

—Vegetation survey of nectar and pollen source plants of honeybees on university campus—

[ A
Ayumi FUJIWARA Kikuji YAMAGUCHI

In this paper, we investigated 1) seasonal changes in nectar and pollen source plants, 2) whether
honeybees visit flowers, and 3) the number of plants that can be major sources of nectar and pollen.
As a result of the route census conducted at the Miyagi Gakuin Women’s University during the six
months from May to October 2019, a total of 132 flowering plants (75 species of wild native plants,
10 species of wild alien plants, 42 species of horticultural plants, five species of crops) were identi-
fied, eight of which were visited by honeybees. From May to June, a large number of flowering spe-
cies and populations of trees were observed in the forest, and flower-visiting honeybee species were
observed among multiple trees. This suggests that trees growing in the Miyagi Gakuin might play
an important role in the growth of honeybee colonies, especially as sources of nectar and pollen in
spring. As a result of counting the number of plants that could be a major source of nectar and
pollen, 420 individuals of Ilex crenata Thunb. var. crenata, whose seeds are mainly dispersed by
birds, and 69 individuals of 1. macropoda Miq. of the same family were confirmed, and individuals
were confirmed throughout the walking trail in the forest. The dispersal of these seeds by birds
might contribute to the maintenance and increase in the number of nectar and pollen source plants

growing on the site.
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