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Let any one contemplate the contrast between the state of Asia under Alexander, and the time when Egypt was either in
revolt against Persia, or visited by her irritated conquerors with the punishment of repeated insurrection, when almost every
part of the great mountain—chain which traverses the length of Asia, from the Mediterranean to the borders of India, was in-
habited by fierce, independent, predatory tribes: when the Persian kings themselves were forced to pay tribute before they
were allowed to pass from one of their capitals to another. Let any one endeavor to enter into the feelings, with which a
Phoenician merchant must have viewed the change that took place in the face of the earth, when the Egyptian Alexandria
had begun to receive and pour out an inexhaustible tide of wealth: when Babylon had become a great port.: when a passage
was opened both by sea and land between the Euphrates and the Indus: when the forests on the shores of the Caspian had
begun to resound with the axe and the hammer. It will then appear that this part of the benefits which flowed from Alexan-

der’s conquest cannot be easily exaggerated.
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The son of Ammon, the worshipper of Belus, made ready the path for the faith which should overthrow the idols of

Egypt and Assyria.
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