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Abstract

Lu Xun and Prof. Fujino
— An Aspect of Japanese and Chinese Relations (Part II) —

TOKUNAGA Shigeyoshi

First, the author pointed out that Lu Xun was especially influenced by such Japanese
men of letters such as Saito Nonohito. Writing his early important theses during his later
period of staying in Japan, Lu Xun's interest was concentrated on assimilating the poetical
school of romanticism such as Bylon, and the German philosophy of idealism as
represented by F. Nietzsche. It is somewhat a surprise that he had no interest in socialism
and social movements at this stage, considering his later activities.

In Two places ([MjHF|) was compiled the letters between Lu Xun and Xu Guanpin,
(FFIAY¥) Xun's student, later his wife. Answering Guanpin’'s questions, he wrote frankly
his views on various kinds of problems, including his character, philosophy, Chinese
political and literary situations. It was rare to publish their “love letters”, while they were
both still alive. Lu Xun had his legal wife, Shu An (k%) in Peking. But their marriage
was against at least Lu Xun’s own will, according to the custom of the times. In fact his
mother had decided it. Lu could not divorce Shu An. Publishing /# Two Places had the
meaning and evidence to explain and make clear their true and sincere love, not to
cause scandal.

Mao Tsetung (FEIRH) used to read Lu's works: especially Lu’s character of struggling,
spirit of self-sacrifice and political foresight were highly evaluated by Mao. Just after Lu’s
death Mao Tsetung praised Lu Xun as a “modern saint of China’.

However, Mao’s evaluation of Lu Xun had changed drastically after the establishment
of New China (1949). In 1957 at small scale meeting of writers in Shanghai, Mao replied,
“Lu Xun was still writing in a jail; or he was silent knowing the situations well.” In short
Mao’s attitude to Lu Xun is ambivalent.

Many titles have been given to Lu Xun, e.g. revolutionary writer, radical man of letters,
humanist, poet. He had never thought himself to be Marxist, though people usually
thought him to be so. If the author dare say, Lu Xun is a humanist and/or an existentialist
in a sense of Chinese classics, though here the author is not able to examine the matters

fully.



