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A Study of the Progress of the Cool Japan Strategy in China
—From Cases of the Development of Japanese Food Companies
in the Shanghai Area—

Jun-ichi WATANABE

Our research group studied “The Progress of the Cool Japan Strategy in China”, at Miyagi
Gakuin University between 2017 and 2018.

Japan has been known as a country of manufacturing, but it is being deprived of that status
in developing countries, and new industries that develop internationally are becoming neces-
sary. The Japanese government formulated a “Cool Japan Policy” in April 2012, and also devel-
ops popular Japanese products and services (creative industries) fields such as Japanese ani-
mation, manga “Comics”, food culture, parcel delivery service, etc.

In this paper, we discuss how the “Japanese food business,” which is based on Japanese cul-
ture (a different culture than China), is currently being conducted and how to develop business
strategy in the future. We also analyze a case of the Japanese style curry business when the
Japanese food companies entered China.

As an analysis tool, we utilize the System of International Cross-Cultural Business Creation
Processes such of the flow and interaction of Japanification, localization, and sharing. As for
Japanification, restaurants’ or factories’ curry is made with the same recipe as in Japan. As for
localization, home-use curry is made to be a golden color with Hakkaku, “///icum verm”. From
such sharing, Japanese food companies work to improve the quality of the curry in Japan style
and expand the scale in business of it.

This research was supported by Miyagi Gakuin University.
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