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Information Network on Education in a Local Community
and Totalitarianism:
Showa Depression, Movements of National Sprit and
the Dispatch of the Youth to Manchuria

Yoshifumi SHIMIZU

The purpose of this article is to show how the totalitarianism or conformism penetrated into
local communities, describing ideas and actions of a teachers’ association in Gumma Prefecture
in the early Showa era, the 1930s. Totalitarianism is not an idea, but it has several kinds of in-
formation networks and people who is royal to the regime, accept the information and act as
‘national’ citizen. Teachers in this age were regarded themselves as half intellectuals, respected
by people in local communities. Their way of thinking and action in the political context is con-
sidered to have a great impact to local communities, gradually waxed by the totalitarianism.

In modern Japan, local educational associations were established in every local area, and
their key members were local educational authorities, teachers of a local normal school and
teachers. They collaborated with local educational authorities, discussing and proposing con-
crete educational policies and initiatives, which were suitable to the local communities.

But the 1930s, the relationship between local educational authorities and local educational
association became complicated. After the depression in the early 1930s, many teachers could
not get their salaries; some received no salary, and some were delayed in receiving it. Local ed-
ucational associations organized a new type of association, called the elementary school teach-
ers’ association. This new association requested to ensure teachers’ salary and was successful to
get an agreement to change teachers’ salary system; the central government would support
their salaries. At this historical stage, the local educational associations showed social solidari-
ty.

In the middle of 1930s, the censorship of thought had spread through the elementary and
secondary educational institutions. Many elementary school teachers were arrested on the sus-
picion of being communist in 1933 and 1934. After these scandals, local educational associa-
tions changed political lines. They gave up the line, which might be enforced and developed

themselves as socialistic associations, and took a more submissive line, connecting directly with
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the upcoming totalitarianism.

And after the scandals in 1933 and 1934, local educational associations became more con-
firming organizations to the national policies. We can find evidence in the dispatch of the youth
to Manchuria. Some local educational associations, from which many teachers were arrested
more than the government required in the scandals, tended to send the youth to Manchuria.

This article is a case study of a local educational association. We will focus mainly on the
Gunma County Education Association. This association held a ceremony in 1934, which was
very symbolic to understand the metamorphosis of local educational associations. Reading the
documents about this ceremony, we can find that the leader of this association, Shikazou Tabei
(1886-1960) —a vice president of Teikoku Kyoikukai, a national wide educational association--,
declared that teachers” association was different form the socialistic and should be royal to the
government. And after this ceremony, Gunma County Education Association and Gunma Pre-
fecture Education Association proposed several times to send the youth to Manchuria, support-
ing strongly the governmental policies.

These facts show that leaders in local communities acted positively as agents of national or
central government. When we think of the nationalism or totalitarianism today, we have to
watch the way of thinking or action of local leaders. The situation may change their roles and

personalities.
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