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The Activities of Buddhist Temples in Okinawa
—Focusing Supports for Believers—

Matsuura MITSUKAZU

Okinawa Prefecture has as many as 1,434,000 inhabitants and 85 Buddhist temples. This means
16871 inhabitants per temple. This number is the biggest among 47 prefectures. This project aims
to study how these temples give moral support. In the Edo period in Japan, except for the Okinawa
area, Japanese people kept the Danka system. Under this system, people were forced to be united
with temples legally. Now, in Japan, this system remains and people have relationships for Buddhist
memorial services and funerals with temples. However, in Okinawa, people don’t have the system
and can choose temples freely. Thus, enhancing confidential relationships between them directly link
to increasing religious believers.

Each temple in Okinawa strives to attract many believers. The temples missionize via building
and keeping more Japanese style temples, holding Zen sitting meditation and preaching seminars,
culture schools and broadcasting from mini FM radio stations. There is a temple master who founds
temples and missionizes. We also interviewed a temple master. He inherits core ideas from the

founder who built a temple on holy place.
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