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Influence of other’s behavior in class:
An experimental study using virtual reality (VR)

Yasuhiro MORI

The purpose of this study is to reveal the influence of surrounding participants upon the individ-
ual’s motivation, as well as their behavior during the lecture. We conducted the experiment by hav-
ing our participants take part in a virtual reality (VR) statistics lecture whereupon we measured
their motivation and behavior. We compared these measures between two conditions. One is the
positive behavior condition, in which the virtual “others” taking the lecture along with the partici-
pant were highly motivated students (e.g., If the teacher asked a question, the other students would
react to the teacher’s inquiry immediately.). The other is the normal behavior condition, in which
the other students behaved less enthusiastically in the lecture, more like usual student behavior. We
hypothesized that the positive behavior of others would affect our participants, and increase their
motivation to take the lecture, as well as their performance in the VR class. As the result, we sus-
pected that the motivation to take lecture would be higher in the positive behavior condition than in
the normal behavior condition. Furthermore, we proposed that the level of motivation will be posi-
tively correlated to the evaluation of the lecture, i.e. the higher the engagement of others, the higher
the participants’ motivations to take the lecture, and the more positive their evaluation of it will be.

However, we found no statistical difference between our condition.
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