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Words don't just combine with chosen other words, they combine with chosen meanings.

Many uses of words and phrases show a tendency to occur in a certain semantic environment.

F 7zMichael Hoey (1991) 1%, EBRAYEEA: (Semantic prosody) IZ DWW TIKD X H ITIBRTW 5D,
Z L T ‘chilly’ OHFE LFFE O BRI (ZORFE, BEREBIGEW) AL D X 5 28 T
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Semantic prosody occurs when a word associates with a particular set of meanings. So, for

example, we find that the word occurs in the company of certain kinds of meaning rather than

others.
HIREH BRJE (352) HE(100%) il
unit of time 79 22% a chilly overcast afternoon
place 58 16% Chilly Cornwall
weather 30 9% it's pretty chilly
air 26 7% the chilly bereeze
temperature 14 4% a decidedly chilly -10C
ill people 9 3% a chilly patient
watery things 8 2% a chilly patient
metaphorical 96 27% a chilly bathtub
people 6 2% a chilly lavatory attendant
food 1 - Chilly rolls with iceberg lettuce
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Even semantic prosody is insufficient to account fully for how words are used. There is a world
beyond collocation and semantic prosody, namely that of colligation. Colligation can be defined as

‘the grammatical company a word keeps and the positions it prefers’.
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