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From the Editor

LE ME BEGIN BY congratulating the nine MG English Department students who met the

conditions for the TOEIC II credit as well as all the students who worked hard throughout
the year to improve their English abilities and achieve higher test scores. Learning a foreign language
is an extremely difficult and time-consuming task and you are all to be applauded.

This has been a year with several changes in the TOEIC system at MG. We moved the main date
of the test to June for two main reasons. First, having the test earlier in the year would be helpful for
fourth year students who need to submit their TOEIC scores for job applications. Although not all
jobs require English skills, more and more companies are finding it beneficial to have employees with
good English skills and TOEIC scores are the most widely accepted measure of English ability in Japan
in the business world. A second reason for moving the TOEIC from December to January was to give
more motivation to students to improve their scores. When the test was held in December, students
received their scores in January and then had a long Spring vacation during which time the TOEIC
was often forgotten. Having the test in June allows students to get their scores in the first semester so
they can see the areas that they need to work harder on in the second semester. Hopefully the change
in the test date was able to achieve these two goals.

Another new addition this year was the TOEIC Study Group. In the first semester, Akiko Ujiie, a
2003 graduate, was in charge of the study group in which about 70 students in total participated in
differnent sessions. They worked on grammar, vocabulary, reading, and listening. Having a graduate of
the English Department was very motivating for the students because it allowed them to see someone
like themselves who had succeeded in achieving an extremely high level of English proficiency.
In addition, because the study groups each had a fairly small number of students participating
voluntarily, they were able to be active and enjoyed the time learning together. The TOEIC study group
continued in the second semester with Yuka Aizawa, a 2001 graduate. Grammar and vocabulary were
the focus and Yuka gave the students another excellent role model to follow. Overall, the study group
gave students an opportunity to become more independent learners which hopefully will continue to
benefit them in their future studies. All the students who made the time and effort to join in the study
group should be proud of their committment.

Following in the spirit of the TOEIC study group, a group of second-year students decided to meet
intensively during the Winter vacation to work on their English speaking and reading skills. They
met for five days, for about five hours each day. They used only English to discuss the ideas from short
articles that they chose to read. It was a difficult challenge for them, especially at first, but they did a
wonderful job of not using Japanese and had a great time together. These types of student-run groups
are perhaps a necessary part of successful language learning at the university level.

Another new addition to English learning at MG was the graded-reader library. A fourth-year
student, Tae Yabuki, discovered that reading books with simplified grammar and vocabulary could
be a great way to improve her English ability. She made a proposal to the English Department to
buy a large library of books that students could use for extensive reading practice. The library has
graded-readers from level 1 to level 6. Many students made use of this library, often reading about one
book every week. This helped them with expanding their vocabulary and reinforcing their grammar
knowledge.

The reports that follow show a wide range of language learning methods that should be informative
and stimulating, helping everyone to improve their English abilities.

Chris Huston
March 17, 2004
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