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For the last 9 years, I worked in Korea. While there, I taught students of all ages — pre-schoolers

and kindergardeners, elementary/junior/senior high, and adults. My

last stint was a 4-year period doing teacher education. My

students were both experienced and non-experienced o / "Il‘:
English-teachers-in-training. I also met, fell in love with, —~a i -

and married my wife Helena, who is Korean. And we had — - i.-"' I'II
our son, Adam, there as well. _!

I really like teaching. My great pleasure is watching G ||
the lights go on in students' eyes, as understanding dawns. Ji-""’ "i’
It is in moments like these that I feel a real connection with my
students. To get to that place takes a lot of effort and patience on
both the teacher's and student's part, but it is worth it.

I decided to come to Sendai because I was impressed with the faculty members that I knew here.
Sendai is also a little more relaxed and slower paced, with a beautiful and clean environment, than
bigger cities in Japan, which is something that I wanted my baby son to experience as he grows older. I
am looking forward to those environmentally-oriented family outings at the beach, in the mountains,
in the forests.

I am looking forward to developing my knowledge of Japanese language and culture. Please bear
with me, as [ am sure to make many social gaffes. | appreciate your generosity towards me with your

invitation, and I look forward to meeting you, working with you, and learning from you.
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TESTS! TESTS! TESTS! TESTS!
FIVETHRENSDHEFEDOT A ML TOBHSE T,

There are a wide variety of commercial English language tests learners can take. In the English
Department the TOEIC and institutional TOEFL are available, and there are other tests such as the
EIKEN STEP tests that can be taken at testing centres in Sendai.

Tests have different purposes and test different skill areas. The TOEIC tests listening and reading
skills, and the TOEFL (CBT) tests listening, reading and writing skills for students who want to enter
North American universities. Neither of these tests actually assesses communication in interactive
spoken or written English. That is a major problem if you want to know your communicative ability in
English.

If you want to know how your English communication skills shape up, then I recommend checking
out the language exams organized by the University of Cambridge. The Cambridge ESOL exams are
the world's leading range of certificates for learners of English. Each year over 1.5 million people,
in 135 countries, take them. These are the exams used extensively in Europe, and both British and
Australian universities use the IELTS. They can help if you want to improve your job prospects,
measure your proficiency in English, or enter a university or college overseas. You can find out about
the Cambridge exams by checking out the following URL: http://www.cambridgeesol.org/exams/

What I like about the Cambridge exams is the fact that they test real communication — and that
involves trained examiners who interact with test takers, and assess their abilities on a variety of
communication tasks, both spoken and written. Here are 3 of the different exams Cambridge ESOL
offers which English Department students might be interested in:

PET (Preliminary English Test)
PET is an intermediate level exam, testing your ability to cope with everyday written and spoken
communications. It is most suitable for those around 400 - 500 on the TOEIC.

FCE (First Certificate in English)

An upper intermediate level exam - ideal if you can deal confidently with a range of written and
spoken communication situations. This is a fun exam to take, because you are assessed using role-
plays and communication tasks in the actual test. This exam is widely used in Europe as a basic
requirement for a job in public administration, banks, etc. Students with 500 - 650 on the TOEIC
would find this exam a suitable level.

BULATS (Business Language Testing Service)*

This test is an assessment of communication ability in business English. BULATS tests your spoken
and written ability using communication tasks you would be expected to perform in a business
situation. Things like: negotiating, marketing, presenting, explaining a product etc. Students with
around 700 on the TOEIC, and a good written ability in English, would be able to take this test and
find it a challenge! Most useful for students who intend to work in an English speaking environment,
or those who are expected to use English at work.

* Note: The BULATS exam is new (2005). It is joint project between the Japanese Eiken STEP group
and Cambridge ESOL. BULATS will be offered in testing centres in Sendai in the future. Apart
from BULATS, all the other exams can be taken in Tokyo and in bigger cities around Japan.

Language is all about communication, so why not choose tests which treat you as an individual, and
examine your ability in real English communication. Empower yourself by trying an interactive exam!
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Manchester
Ayumi Takeda

I studied English at City College Manchester during spring vacation and had a great time meeting
new friends and my host family. Before, I couldn’t even point out Manchester on a map, but now I
really like it.

Before I left I was quite ignorant about &
Manchester and when I got there, everything |
became interesting. What first fascinated me
were lovely detached or terraced houses built

with red brick. On sunny days, actually I had

'--'f.‘ : ” Ji.ma

only several days of Sun shine in my five-week
stay, I went out to take photos of them from § 8 .D

early morning. Although I was really absorbed |

at that time, they seem to be just boring now, for —— r‘

photos cannot show how attractive they were.

The school was on the third floor of a building close to the city centre. Just one time I got off the
lift on the first floor when I wanted to go outside because in Britain the ‘ground floor’ is at ground
level. We had fifteen students in our class and a massive teacher who reminded me of My Neighbour
Totoro. My classmates were, of course, from different countries so at first it was hard to understand
their English without an interpreter. It sounded like their first language. Fortunately there were four
Japanese in our class who kindly translated into accustomed English for me. However, it didn’t take
much time to get used to that and make friends with some of them. Although it is often said that foods
in Britain are not good, I do NOT think so. We spent most of our time eating sweets and discussing
them.

Being busy getting fat and chatting with friends, I had a short but good time with my host family
as well. They had a baby and to my happiness, I could join the party of his first birthday. At dinner they
mostly listened to me talking about what happened on that day, or my plan for trips on weekends.
They liked joking, but I didn’t know how to react when my host father made a joke of his wife’s size. I
just kept laughing.

I can say that my trip was successful. Though I'm not sure if my English got better in this short
time, I got strongly motivated to study through the troubles, adventures, and friendships I experienced

there. I'm sure my experience will help me enjoy the rest of my school life, ABSOLUTELY!
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Perth in Scotland

Akiko Suzuki

Last Spring vacation I visited Perth, Scotland because I became interested in Scotland through the
MGU UK study tour in 2004. I was affected by that program, so I decided to go to Scotland again.
Actually I and my friends planned to go to Canada or Australia, but we knew there were many Asians

in spring vacation attending overseas program information sessions. That’s why we chose Perth in

Scotland and there were no Asians truly.

In February we left Japan and it was a very snowy
day. We had many problems but we were able to
arrange ourselves! Finally we arrived at Perth and
our home at midnight. Our accommodation was a
rented home for 3 weeks in Perth so we made meals
ourselves.

We went to the Language School of Perth College
(which is the biggest in Perth) for 2 weeks. In that
College there were people from: Spain, Italy, Poland,

France, The Czech Republic, Colombia, Kuwait and

one from China. Spanish people were 75% of our
college. We are interested in Spain so it was wonderful for us!

We were divided into different classes but a staff arranged time table for us. My classmates were
about 10 but it depended on the day. Classes were very active and they were friendly so we were able to
join that.

The second day of College, one of the teachers presented about Japan. She had been to Japan for a
few years, and she loves Japan. Many students attended that presentation. We helped and explained,
additionally, we knew how foreigners feel about Japan. All the students were interested in Japan so we
were like STARS!!!

On holiday, we visited Glasgow and Edinburgh. In Edinburgh we stayed at our last host family’s
home. We enjoyed our short stay with host family! We brought back memories of last summer. We
went to Language School in Edinburgh last summer, it was EAC. We contacted our teachers and
the manager, so we visited there and met again in EAC!! We talked and remembered our Edinburgh
experience.

As we stayed in Perth, we made many friends. We went out with College Students almost every night.
We went to many kinds of Pubs, night club, International Café and our friend’s home party. At the
end of this visit, we held a Party in our home. We made Japanese foods and our Spanish friends made
Spanish foods for us. We bought Japanese goods in Edinburgh and we taught our friends how to use
chopsticks, and many things about Japan. Then we drank with many country’s ways and danced and
chatted! It was really a good party. It was a great memory in my life.

We stayed in Perth just 3 weeks but it was treasured memory. We missed Perth and friends. This
summer we decided to go to Spain and we will meet Friends. We are looking forward to meeting them

again!
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Travel in Spain ~Madrid~

=i
200 58K, blllbld—HEDAXRA VIRITIIToTEX L !

SRV F2EEE, TADIEEAEWRV | [FRDEEZSDLN TN S AL VOHIGEE D
N TWE Lz, SRIOY T =3B AT, AL EMRFPADERELD £9,

BOLTT S REMEEICITE L Ulc, RBHOAGEKIE T > 72 <ImW0F E, EMifEDFHSICIR 2
TENTEE L, BEIDBELNTVTETEL2KDRZTEIETET, BroRETT,
F2OBENHNIEREIKDOBFLE TRIEVWERVWET,

MHNE B S TZDIEARL VFAI NN &, FHRERNT, HRAANTHDN T WE S
T, BEMIRT v MCAN, ZTOUCH B —)URICHINEZ ANDDHBBOEA R A )V
TL7,

ARA Y OBHERFHIIAARL EFREDITNTOVET, LA NI VRG22 SKIE 8 K
SHULMBHNTVWERA, EBAATGEITELCEE Ao VI AF ¥ —l2E 5 2 THEXT
XIDIFFENT L, WA NAEREGZHICEENE Lizh)

SFRUY FTRI7IAVIRRE LE LT, RAEFHANDEB/BEA LS LT L, 1%
ZIWIRFETT IR ARPATER, K0T T A O%MED % T2DITIEARKYD AL 2 7% H TR
LT EN—FONERW, 8IEFICY FY w FICKRKEZS T, ZlCmhoTHARAT T AY
TEER L TOVBHZIZ E TEEEAE LD T T DML M T U le i DESRIZ,
BWEORHELEM T, SHEOBICHITTI S AV aARWBETZTERD T, BIFEEEVICITE
Wiz L BnE g,

ARA VTG E TINS5, ETHOMOEMICHEN TV ASATZIELTWEZ ST
T, TOHRTE, XIA—INWIEGIIALETROBODETY, NRIEA—T2 17 2 TER%Z
L7z b RO E TN, Bl bOlrE a2 L TWVWE LE, TOL S HERIZHE
ATEHEFORZZENZNDT, ARSI TN ERNVE Lz,

BLEZHS LEFBHEICATZORHT AT JebnEDZL, LI REZL
T2, TOVSREMGENSLHLART I ZERLET, BHEOMN TR btZALT
BUBTENTEE L, LR, HRATHDGENL T T THEEZ L TWVD AL &AWL,
HRTBbDRRICOWTEEZAIE LN TEH o EBNET, XD/t F Tk e
AIEHEWDE > TV 2O AR ZIC, fA7z Bl Renfe ICED X LTz,

5 EWCABTLFRAHSCER The Voice



~Barcelona~

Haruna Hosobe
After Madrid, we left for Barcelona where my Spanish friend, Richard lives. I was getting excited!
We first met in Edinburgh last summer during the Miyagi Gakuin UK tour. I had been in Edinburgh

for just three weeks, so I felt [ missed «

gy

my friends I met there, and I wanted
to meet them again. I never thought
we would meet again at the time, but
finally, we could. I was so happy I could | |
meet one of my friends. Also, I met his
friend, Paul. They took us to a typical
Spanish restaurant. We had a late
dinner, and enjoyed talking. We also
visited some places like the Picasso museum, Park Guell, Sagrada Familia, which is a really amazing
Cathedral designed by Antonio Gaudi. There are a few English signs or explanations in some places, so
Richard taught us in English about art works, architecture, and the history of Barcelona. He was more
than a tour conductor. Barcelona is art city. It is full of art. You can see the works of Gaudi, Picasso,
Dali, and Miro. I liked this city. Also we met some other people. A French child and his father, we met
them in the train from Madrid, and a Japanese woman, who had been travelling in Spain by herself. In
this trip, we had some accidents or felt tired, but people we met there helped us. Now, we want to visit

Spain again.
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FEEL ENGLISH!!!
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Ayumi Takeda

I took part in this activity as a guide. As soon as we met at the school, we guides were told to listen
to blindfolded people, not to lead them. I found it not easy, because I walked at my pace or around a
corner unconsciously without telling my partner. Though everything was interesting for me with my
cheerful blindfolded partner, she was often scared, for I miscounted how many stairs a staircase had,
or I didn't realise there were very small steps. The most interesting game was called mama. I couldn't
understand how come she could recognise my voice in a crowd of people calling mama. After she
took her blindfold off, we had kind of strange feeling that prevented us from talking. It was a good

experience and I'd like to do it again, as a blindfolded person next time.

Akiko Suzuki

I took part in “FEEL ENGLISH?” as a blindfolded person. From the beginning, I wore a blindfold so
I didn’t recognize who anyone was.

Firstly, we talked to each other, just conversation without sight. We made a group just blindfolded
people and talked about our guide. We had to talk with guides to choose who our best guide. But I
didn’t walk only me so a helper helped me and I found my guide.

I played many games with my guide. Interesting games were recognizing voices, trust walk,
dancing and guided visualization and imagery. Recognizing voices was funny game because all guides
said “Momma” and to find my guide I relied on her voice, and finally I was able to find her. It was
amazing, I couldn’t believe that. The trust walk was just walking with a guide around Miyagi Gakuin
Campus, BUT it was difficult for blindfolded people. I know all of this campus but when I passed
through a small step, it was so scary for me. Dancing was funny, (I guessed). Naturally I enjoyed
dancing but I was worried about people who are around me and I couldn’t see Ken, who was the leader
danced crazily, I wasn’t able to see him but everyone laughed and laughed. My imagination stretched.
I was eager to see his dancing but I couldn’t. The last game was finding my guide. I lay down on the
floor and I closed my eyes. After I opened my eyes, all guides were around all blindfolded people and
they had candles. I remembered her voice and I imaged her face but I didn’t know who she was. I
touched her hair another game and I remembered that and I was able to find her finally. When we met
again, I trusted her completely.

At the end, all of us felt impressed by the “FEEL ENGLISH” experience. I felt English through using
senses, and thought about blind people. It was a good opportunity to think about them. Moreover, I

learned real communication; I thought again it is really important for people.
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THE DAY BEFORE TOMORROW
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Editors
Akiko Suzuki, Ayumi Takeda, Haruna Hosobe, Jun Sakaino, Madoka
Sasaki, Maiko Aizawa, Ryo Sakaino, Sonoko Chiba, Yoshimi Kudo
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